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TO  THE 


TOTNES 

flural  Dislricl  Gaunail. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  year  ending  December  Slst,  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  again  the  pleasare  of  laying  my  annual 
report  before  you,  and  in  it  you  will  find,  as  usual, 
a  rG.sunie  of  the  general  health  of  the  District  ; 
the  number  of  zymotic  diseases  reported  ;  also  the 
number  of  births  and  deaths,  as  well  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  worlos  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  district  is,  as  you  are  aware,  divided  into 
two  sub -districts,  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  out 
the  sanitary  work.  No.  1  sub-district,  of  which  Mr 
TolJjit  is  the  sanitary  inspector,  comprises  the  par¬ 
ishes  of  Ashprington,  Berry  Pomeroy,  Churston 
Ferrers,  Cornworthy,  Dittisharn,  Dartington,  Hal- 
well,  Harberton,  Morleigh,  Marldion,  Littlehemp- 
ston,  Kingswear,  and  Stoke  Gabriel,  the  populatioin 
of  the  combined  parishes  being  6,721,  and  the  acre¬ 
age  ^2,2^1  acres. 

No.  2.  District,  of  which  Mr.  Ellis  is  the  sanitary 
inspector,  comprises  the  parishes  of  Buckfastleigii 
West  Diptford,  Dean  Prior,  Holne,  Rattery,  North 
Huish,  btaverton.  South  Brent  and  Ugborough. 
In  the  latter  parish  is  situated  the  Plymouth  Bor¬ 
ough  Asylum,  which  I  take  as  a  separate  district. 
The  population  of  the  combined  parishes  is  5,127, 
and  the  acreage  44,750  acres,  and  the  population 


2 

of  fcbe  Plymouth  Borough  Asylum  is  333.  The 
combined  populatiion  of  the  two  districts  is  11,848, 
and  the  combined  acreage  76,961  acres. 

BIRITIS. — During  the  year  1904  the  births  of 
259  children  were  registered,  129  males  and  130  fe¬ 
males.  I  append  the  number  in  each  reigistration 
district:  — 


Males. 

Females. 

Ugborough  . 

.  42 

41 

Harberton  . ^ . . . . 

.  27 

22 

Buckfastleigh  West 

.  15 

15 

Paignton  . 

.  12 

14 

Dartmouth  . 

.  13 

16 

Brixham  . 

.  5 

8 

Totnes  Rural  . 

.  18 

14 

DEATHS. — During  the  year  1904,  there  were 
registered  167  dreaths,  exclusive  of  Plymouth  Bor¬ 
ough  Asylum,  where  22  deaths  occurred.  These 
hgures  give  a  death  rate  of  14  per  thousand  in 
the  Totnes  Rural  District,  which  is  higher  than  in 
some  previous  years,  and  66.3  per  1,000  in  the  Ply- 
nieuth  Borough  Asylum,  which  is  lower  than  1903. 
Of  the  deaths  registered,  89  were  females  and  78 
males.  Under  the  first  year  34  deiaths  were  regis¬ 
tered  ;  from  the  1st  to  the  5th  year,  15 ;  from  the 
5th  to  the  15th  year  3 ;  from  15th  to  25th  year,  4  ; 
from  the  25th  to  the  65th  year,  39  ;  whilst  above 
the  65th  year  72,  of  whom  28  were  over  80  years-, 
and  one  over  90.  Cbmparing  the  births,  259,  with 
the  deaths,  167,  gives  a  natural  increase  of  92  in 
t'he  population.  The  deaths  were  classified  as  fol¬ 
lows: — Enteric  fever  2,  diphtheria  3,  whooping 
cough  6,  memibranous  croup  1,  epidemic  influenza, 
2,  enteritis  2,  other  septic  diseases  1,  phthisis  piil- 
monalis  3,  other  tuibercular  diseases  3,  cancer  19, 
bronchittis  17,  pneumonia  11,  premature  birth  4, 
diseases  and  acoidlents  of  parturition  4,  heart  di- 
S'case  24,  accidents  3,  whilst  from  all  other  diseases 
62,  making  a  total  of  167,  an  increase  of  51  on  the 
year  1903,  when  136  deaths  were  registered  The 
22  deaths  in  the  Plymouth  Borough  Asylum  were 
classified  as  follows: — Phthisis  pulmonaliis  6,  pleur¬ 
isy  1,  all  other  15,  total  22,  which  is  less  than  the 
pr<3viouis  year,  when  30  deaths  oceurred.  There 
are  two  points  in  the  above  table,  which  I  would 
like  to  call  your  attention  to ;  tine  first  is  the  great 
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increase  of  the  infant  mortality  over  previons 
years,  and  the  second  is  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  canc-or.  To  these  oausies  alone  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  the  Increase  of  the  number  of  deaths  over 
tne  previous  year.  I  feel  that  a  large  number  of 
infants  die  from  improper  feeding,  and  the  want  of 
knowledge  of  those  in  charge  of  them,  and  I  con¬ 
sider  thiat  much  good  ^TOuld  he  done  if  some  means 
were  adopted  where  instructions  could  be  given  to 
those  in  oharge  of  infants  as  to  their  proper  feed¬ 
ing  and  attention.  I  append  the  number  of  deaths 
in  each  registration  district,  exclusive  of  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Borough  Asylum  in  the  Ugborough 
district : — 

Males.  Females . 


U  g'b'orough  . 

.  19 

35 

Harbertcn  . 

.  U 

17 

Buck  fasti  ei  gh  W  e  st 

.  8 

11 

Dartmouth  . 

.  7 

7 

Totnes  Rural  . 

.  14 

11 

Brixham  . 

.  7 

1 

Paignton  . 

.  9 

7 

NOTIFICATION  OF 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

ACT. — Undler  the  above  Act  39  cases  were  reported 
during  the  year,  which  is  nine  more  than  the  pre¬ 
vious.  The  oases  were  classified  as  follows:- — ^Scar- 
latiua  15,  diphtheria  12,  enteric  fever  6,  membra, n- 
o-uis  croup  1,  erysipelas  5.  The  oa.ses  of  scarlatina 
were  scattered  over  (both  districts,  and  was  of  a 
mild  type.  The  diphtberia  oases  were  oonfined  to 
the  Ugborough  Registration  District,  and  I  regret- 
to  say  that  three  deaths  resulted.  Of  the  six  oases 
of  enterio  fever,  three  were  imported.  One  death 
occurred  amongst  them.  Of  the  other  three  one 
was  caused  by  defective  drains,  one  from  poultry 
being  kept  in  a  diirt-y  state  too  close  to  dwelling 
house,  and  the  other  supervened  on  pineumonia. 
I  w-as  unable  to  discover  the  cause  of  croup, and  the 
cases  of  erysipeilas  were  of  a  mild  type'.  Every 
case,  on  the  receipt  of  notice,  -  was  visited,  and 
directions  given  as  to  the  sanitary  precautions 
necessary  to  be  taken,  whilst  a,ny  sanitary  defects 
were  immediately  attendeid  to.  There  wais  no  out¬ 
break  of  epidemc  influenza  during  the  year,  It 
was  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools  at  Eand- 
.scove  and  Staverton  in  consequence  of  outbreaks 
of  measles. 
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DAIRIES  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  as 
a  rule  were  found  clean  and  in  a  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion.  In  only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  to 
withliokl  the  license  to  sell  milk  until  some  sani¬ 
tary  improve mente  were  carried  out,  and  I  always 
insist  on  having  no  meat  or  other  perishable  article 
of  food  kept  in  the  dairy. 

COW  HO'USEIS  have  been  regularly  visited,  and 
cleanliness  insisted  on.  It  was  found  necessary  in 
some  instances  to  complain  of  the  condition  of  the 
floors  and  drainage,  but.  they  were  put  in  order 
on  receipt  of  the  usual  notice. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  have  been  kept  under 
oh.servation,  tind  have  been  regularly  visited,  and 
cleianliness  insisted  on.  Although  in  a  few  in- 
stancea  some  trouble  has  been  experienced,  still 
the  necessary  work  has  been  carried  out  on  receipt 
of  tire  usual  notice. 

WATEIR  SUi’PLY.— This  has  held  out  fairly 

well  during  the  year.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that 
tbie  long-needed  increased  supply  at  Tuokenhay,  in 
the  parish  of  Ashprington,  has  been  obtained,  but  • 
I  regret  to  say  that  nothing  .has  been  done  to  in¬ 
crease  the  supply  at  Sooriton,  in  the  irarish  of 
Buckfa.stleigli  West.  A  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  Ireld  an  inquiry  a,iid  visited  the  proposed 
increased  supply,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the 
restrictions  required,  and  the  heavy  cost,  it  was 
found  impossible  to  carry  out  the  scheme.  Dean 
Church  Town  is  about  to  have  its  supply  increa.sed, 
which  I  have  advised  for  some  time.  An  increased 
supply  has  also  been  brought  into  the  School  and 
hamlet  of  Shininer's  Bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Dart.- 
Ington,  .a.nd  Washbourne  village  in  the  parish  of 
Blalwell,  has  had  its  wiater  supply  increa..?ied.  There 
is  every  prospect  that,  befoire  long,  the  wuter 
supply  to  the  growing  town  of  South  Brent,  will 
be  materially  increased,  as  a  Local  Government 
Board  inquiry  has  been  held,  and  a  loan  granted 
for  the  purpose.  Marldon  is  wiaiting  for  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  t.he  Paignton  Water  Scheme,  which 
passes  through  the  parish,  for  an  increase  in  its 
w^atcr  supply. 

Tho  following  improvements  have  been  carried 
out,  also  suggested  improvements:  — 
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No.  1.  DISTRICT. 

ASHPRINGTON. — New  drains  at  Tuckenhay. 

BERRY  POMEROY. — New  drains  at  Long'- 

oombe. 

OORNWORTHY. — Several  new  closets  errcted 
an<i  increased  water  empply  under  consii  derat  ion. 

DITTISHAM. — 'Sewer  on  fore  shore  ought  to  be 
exten'ded.  Ma.iin  sewer  ought  also  to  hie  extended 
to  toip  of  Manor  Street. 

HARBERTON. — Many  new  cottages  erected  ; 
ail  conneoted  with  village  water  supply. 

MORLEY. — ^It  is  propoised  to  extend  water 
supply. 

STOKE  GABRIEL — Sewer  extend'  d  to  Coombe 
Shute. 

No.  2  DISTRICT. 

NOR'TH  HUISH. — New  pump  in  village. 

STAVERTON. — New  S3^st.eni  of  sewerage  to 
hamlet,  known  as  Almshouises.  New  sewerage  to 
Westpark  Cottages. 

SOUTH  BRENT. — New  drains  laid  in  ChTireh 
Street,  Prospect  Place,  and  back  of  Pack  Horse 
Hotel. 

UGB'ORO'UGH. — -A  portion  of  tine  hamlet  of 
Bittaford  Bridge  has  had  a  new  sewer  laid,  and 
a  large  cesspit  constructed,  and  Soper’s  cottages 
have  had  a  new  sewer  laid  in  addition.  Plans  for 
a  new  system  of  sewerage  for  the  village  of  Ughor- 
ough,  are  under  consideratioH,  and  I  have  no 
doulbt  but  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  in  a 
short  time.  In  addition  to  the  above,  many  minor 
improvements  have  been  carried  out,  such  as  the 
abolitiO'n  of  insanitary  olosehs,  and  the  erection  of 
sanitary  ones,  relaying  the  defective  drains,  and 
the  removal  of  dcifective  piga  houises  and  matture 
heaps. 

Several  oases  of  overcrowding  were  reported,  but 
on  the  usual  notice  they  were  abated.  Several  ap¬ 
plications  for  the  occupation  of  new  houses  were 
received,  and  it  was  only  foundl  necessary  in  a  few 
instances  to  defer  the  granting  of  them  until  cer¬ 
tain  sanitary  requirements  were  carried  out. 
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PRO'SECUTIONS. — It  was  only  found  neciessary 
to  resort  to  legal  proceedings  in  one  instance  at 
Moorcot  Farm.,  Diptford,  where  the  owner  refused 
fo  carry  out  the  'sanitary  requirements  of  t,he  Ceun- 
cd.  An  order  was  O'btained  fro'm  the  Magistrates. 

I  have  tested  many  samiples  of  water  during  the 
year,  and  only  had  occasion  to  condemn  two. 

As  usual  diisinfectants  have  been  freely  d  stri- 
buted. 

I  have,  in  ooni.pany  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
regniarly  visited  every  parish  in  the  District,  and 
Irnve  regularly  reported  to  the  Council  any  matter 
requiiring  their  attention. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT.— These 
have  been  regularly  visited,  and  it  was  only  neces- 
cary  in  two  iiiistanoes  to  find  fault,^  both  in  bake¬ 
houses,  one  at  Galmpton,  wheire  the  sewers  were  in 
an  insanitary  condition,  and  the  other  at  Avon- 
wick,  where  the  ventilation  was  defeetive 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have,  as  usua  ,  carried 
out  their  duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner 


I  am,  Gentdemen, 


Totnes,  April  )9th,  1905, 
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